ELIA LUINI

Elia Luini was born in Varese on June 23, 1979.

When he was thirteen he began to approach the sport that led him to obtain the greatest satisfactions of his life. Trained by Guerrino Zingaro, Gavirate Rowing Club, he won the first National Medal in 1993 like Cadet. Moreover he won in Pusiano the National Meeting Cadets and then several regional races. These early results were the first steps for Elia's future , which shortly afterwards made him  a spearhead of the National Team.

In 1996 he started training at the Rowing Club Nino Bixio. The following year he won the Italian Championship in his first single in Milan and won a bronze medal at the World Junior Championship Hazenwinkel (Belgium). Luini's career in single would be rich in success :  he won nine Italian titles ( from 1997 to 2007), a silver medal at the Nation Cup in Joannina (Greece) in 1998 and a bronze medal in the World Championship. In 1998 he won his first World Championship in the four scull with Paolo Pittino, Lorenzo Bertini and Franco Sancassani in Cologne (Germany).

iIn  1999 he  started his adventure in double; first  with Leonardo Pettinari, then with Marcello Miani. In 2000 he won a silver medal at Olympic Games with Pettinari: they let only Poland pass. The following year he punctually won his first World championship in double in Lucerna (Switzerland) and the Mediterranean Games, played in Tunisi (Tunisia). The period of “golden double” started.

In 2002 Elia and Leonardo triumphed in Siviglia (Spain) and in the tests of World Championship in Lucerna and Hazenwinkel. In 2003 they repeated their excellent results , winning the World Championship in Milan, besides the test of World Championship in Lucerna and at the water airport.

In 2003 he came back to his first club, the Gavirate Rowing. In 2004 he set up the world record of Indoor Rowing with the time of 6’02’’, as light weight but he felt bitterly disappointed when at the Olympic Games in Athens he went out in the semifinal. 

The following year can be seen as a period of transition, however he could win the bronze medal at the World Championship in Gifu (Japan) in the four scull with Salvatore Di Somma, Lorenzo Bertini and Bruno Mascarenhas. Moreover he changed  his club again joining the Aniene Rowing in Rome.

In 2006, he won two gold medals at World Cup events in Monaco (Germany) and Lucerna and a silver medal at the World Championships in Eton (England) with the new formation of the double with Marcello Miani. Since 2007, in addition to fifth place in the World Cup in Monaco and the fourth at the Beijing Olympics, Elia and Marcello have been successful in the World Pair of Banyoles (Spain) and Munich in 2009, they also won the silver medal at the Mediterranean Games in Pescara in 2009, but at the European Championship in Brest in 2009 they arrived second after Greeks.
Elia Luini is considered one of the strongest lightweights in the world. In 2000, the Republic President Carlo Azeglio Ciampi awarded him one of the most important distinctions of our tradition, naming him Officer of the Order of Merit of the Italian Republic. He produced a calendar in 2004 and he has made it for charity. In 2010 Elia won the silver medal with Lorenzo Bertini at the World Championships in Karapiro (NZL) becoming a very important Italian champion.
The two athletes won the European title in Plovdiv and the bronze medal at the Bled World Cup.
